THE SECTS OF THE MU'TAZILAH AND THE KADARIYAH

real things. As to the claim that the Mu'tazilah agree that
the faithful perform their acts as Allah has preordained
them, this is a mistake on his [al-Ka'bfs] part, beecause
Mu'ammar,1 who was one of them, claimed that power is
the act of a substance that is powerful, and not an act of
Allah. The Asamm, among them, however, deny the sub-
stance of power because they deny all accidents. In the
same way his claim that the Mu'tazilah agree that Allah
does not forgive major sinners who- have repented, is an
error on his part concerning them, for three of their sheikhs
who agreed with the Wakif lyah as to the punishments which
threatened major sinners, Muhammad ibn-Shabib al-Basri,
al-Salihi, and al-Khalidi considered it sometimes permis-
sible for Allah to forgive such sins, even without repent-
ance. In regard to what we have mentioned about the
Mu'tazilah, al-Ka'bi has made a mistake. The Mu'tazilah
agree in the matters we referred to. As to the matters over
which they differ among themselves, those we shall men-
tion in the section on their sects, please Allah.

i. Concerning the W&sitiyah from among them. These
are the followers of Wasil ibn-'Ata al-Ghazza,2 the head
of the Mu'tazilah, and their leader in their heresy after
Ma'bad al-Juham and Ghailan al-Dimashki.3 Wasil was
one of those who paid frequent visits to al-Hasan al-Basri *
at the time of the rebellion of the Azarikah. At that time
the people were divided into sects over the question of sin-
ners within the religion of Islam. One sect claimed that
all who commit sin, major or minor, are polytheists. This

1 Cf. below under Mu'ammariyah.

"   a Horten, ibid., p. 125.   Shahrastani, ibid., vol. i, p. 44.   Ibn-Khallikan,
ibid., vol. iii, p. 642.

* Leaders of less important sects, preceding the definite split by the
Mu'tazilah.

4 Horten, ibid., p. 120.   Ibn-Khallikan, ibid., vol. i, p. 370.
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